
 

Newsletter 

 

June, 2020. 

Welcome to our final newsletter of the session.  

  

This year has certainly been one of the most  

interesting and  challenging periods in education I  

can remember.  The effort from everyone involved  

across the Campus community has been outstanding.  

  

Huge thanks must go to our staff.  Their collective effort under such dif-

ficult circumstances has been first class.  Just as importantly, however, 

has been the continued support from parents and carers; undoubtedly  

holding a vital role in ensuring our young people are still learning.   

 

Finally, I must acknowledge and commend  the efforts of our young 

people who have risen to the considerable challenges they have 

faced and in doing so displayed the Campus values that we hold so 

dear.  

 

I wish you all a safe and relaxing summer and look forward to seeing 

you in August. 

  

Stay safe, stay well, stay positive. 

  

Mr Dick would like to wish 

you a happy and 

healthy summer 

break. 



For all of our  S6 leavers.....wishing you all the very best for the future! I am going to 

miss you all! Please remember to keep in touch Take care, stay safe and have a 

great summer,.   -Miss House 

My new S3s...what can I say other than I am extremely proud of how you have 

handled this incredibly difficult time. I have missed you (and my yellow jacket) a 

great deal and I’m really looking forward to seeing you in August. Stay safe and 

well over the summer and remember to be kind to others and help out at home!   

I have my ways of checking up...                     -Mrs Gardner 

Hello everyone.  Thank you to all the boys and girls in the Primary and Early Years who 

have worked so hard over the past few months.  We have all missed you and have loved 

seeing all of the things you have been up to.  Thank you to all of our parents and carers 

who have been so supportive of the school.  You have all done an amazing job juggling 

all sorts of commitments.  A final thank you to all the primary and early years staff who 

have gone above and beyond during this period of closure to keep learning going.   

We wish all of our P7s well as they make the move to secondary and we will see you 

around the building.  We are really looking forward to welcoming our new Early Years 

and Primary 1 children and hope they settle soon.  Take care , Mr McMillan 

Wishing all my wonderful new S2s a fantastic summer ahead. It has been such a privi-

lege to be your Year Head this year. We have had so many achievements across the 

year in S1. It seems like yesterday we had the Transition disco and now you are moving 

on to S2.  The biggest challenge  was the last three months in lockdown and your great-

est achievement... 

I'm proud of you all for adapting to a totally new situation and the way you have been 

learning from home. Taking care of your community  and supporting your family and 

friends has also been your priority. We have all learned the biggest lesson in life. That we 

are all connected and I'm sure we will continue to look after each other. Stay safe and 

remember how resilient you are. See you very soon in August.       -Mrs Tipping 

Pupils in the old S3 have now moved on to their S4 classes and their new teachers have been con-
tacting them through Show My Homework and the Google Classrooms. Engagement of the pupils 
has been very strong from the start of the new timetable and it’s clear that the new S4 pupils realise 
the importance of working hard on their new National subjects right from the start. Several pupils 
have mentioned to me the importance of working even harder this year because of the uncertainties 
that continue to revolve around the Covid-19 situation and where we will  be with the Scottish Quali-

fication Authority come exam time in April 2021. Congratulations to everyone for making such a 

responsible and committed start to your first year of SQA qualifications. We are looking forward to 
seeing you all again in August. Have a great Summer holiday meantime .—Mr Scott 

It has been a difficult period in your school journey, but I am amazed at how you have all 

adapted and engaged with your work. I really hope you have a lovely summer holiday 

with your families. Get plenty of rest and I will see you when we return in August. 

Next session will hopefully bring success and achievement for all of you. Best Wishes  to my 

new S5 and S6.    -Mr Duff 



Before we celebrate all of the successes of our young people...an announce-

ment for all our pupils moving on from Garnock Community Campus: 

Modern Apprenticeships (rarely advertised at this time of year) can now be 

viewed by visiting: 

https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council/jobs/

apprentice-building-services-188048 

There is also a dedicated North Ayrshire based Facebook page with jobs and 

general  information about pathways moving forward. The purpose of this 

page is to support our school leavers so if you know anyone who may find this 

information useful then please help us to pass it on.  Many thanks! 

https://www.facebook.com/

WorkingNorthAyrshire/ 

We thought there was no better way to finish this very unusual session by handing over the 

reins  of our final newsletter to pupils, parents and staff across our Campus… 

From learning updates to ‘Shout Outs’, we wanted to ensure that everyone who request-

ed  a ‘mention’ got one.  We also know that there are many success stories behind the 

scenes every day too that might not be in here...but appreciated just the same.  

We hope that you enjoy reading our last newsletter of the session and wonder how many 

of the teachers as babies/children you might guess correctly in our Quiz on the last few 

pages. Answers can be found at  the end of this newsletter and a picture below to get 

you started. 

Now let’s get busy with some buzzing bees from our Early Years...who’ll start 

off our last  Campus  journey this session.  



An Early Years Buzz... 

Our Amy  has been a busy bee 

during lockdown and  prefers it 

this way! Whether it’s making 

dough creations, painting rocks 

that she has carefully cho-

sen on her walks or having 

fun in her garden...there’s 

just no stopping 

this wee gal. 

 

Amy, you are an 

inspiration! 

Amy has some advice for us to 

help us through the summer… 

‘The bad bug will be away 

soon and we can go and see  

our friends then.’ 

Well said, Amy. 



 

And what about our Priya? Another of our Early Years busy buzzy 

bees.  Is there anything this little learner hasn’t put her heart and 

soul in to? Whether it’s  mixing sand, using her recycling skills to 

make a bird feeder so she can learn the names of all the  birds 

that visit her garden or  taking part in our Campus virtual sports 

day...she is all over it! Priya has also enjoyed working on her letters 

and camping in the garden with  Harry, the dog.  Go Priya! 

Priya…bee proud 

of what you have 

achieved! 

We asked Priya if she had any ad-

vice for us over the summer and 

she sure did. Here it is:  

‘Have lots of tickles, cuddles and 

keep busy  doing things like colour-

ing and having fun in the garden.’ 

Priya thanks...we are on it! 

(Remembering social distancing  

too!) 



Primary 1 have been learning about the seaside and reading the story “The Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Lunch”. They were set a challenge to build a lighthouse at home, using their 

own choice of materials: Lego, recycled materials, paper, etc. Their models were abso-

lutely fantastic! You can see some children even completed the extra challenge to add 

a light to the top of their lighthouse . 

Mrs Gallacher 



 Our  inquisitive Primary 3s completed 

a variety of activities on the lead up 

to their day trip to Edinburgh Zoo. 

They got busy designing tickets, re-

searching facts, calculating admission 

costs, planning routes and making 

masks.  Then they had great fun 

watching the animals on live web 

cams and completing some animal 

related activities.  

It was a ROARING success!   

Well done, everyone! 

Mrs Shepherd 



          

     

     

     

  

  

  

     

     

To meet the growing thirst for 

more gardening experience, 

 Rural Skills pupils used their garden space to 

grow vegetables. This week we can look at 

 Callum’s garden.  

Thanks for the 

Health & Safety 

Rules, Erin. You 

are a super star in 

Science & Rural 

Skills. 
Fun Facts: The tomato is included in 

the GROW logo– it is a bright burst of 

energy and colour, friendly, hardy 

and versatile… just like our Rural Skills 

pupils! 

Here is an example of 

fantastic (still growing) 

vegetables...especially 

proud of our tomatoes.  

In addition to gardening, Rural Skills 

pupils work on theoretical tasks at 

home. We are  amazed at the home-

work pupils are sending every week.  

Miss Bodo 

 

 

Liam presents facts 

about aquacul-

ture—including a 

great picture pre-

senting the indus-

try. 



 

As some of you may know, this term the Nurture 

Room, like everyone else, has gone virtual! Pupils 

usually involved in Nurture and their families have 

been given challenges twice weekly to help them 

keep busy during lockdown and take time out to 

look after themselves and their wellbeing. 

We’re getting back to nature  with tasks like these 

and loving it. 

Take a walk around your local area looking 

for some of the items in the checklist below. 

Take time to really enjoy your walk and 

look around you. You might notice lots you 

haven't seen before! 

Miss Still and Mrs Shannon have also enjoyed 

keeping up to date with pupils through social 

media and SMHW to hear how they’ve been 

getting on!  

We have absolutely loved getting to stay in 

touch with pupils and share challenges for the 

whole family and we can’t wait to see you all for 

real in our new Nurture room in August! 

Kaleb in S2 who has learned 

how to make toast and 

cheese. 

He has also done some home 

baking and made coffees for 

his family during lockdown to 

help overcome his fear of 

heat and steam!  



 

We had a 6 week build up to a Virtual sports day  for our Early Years and Pri-

maries 1, 2 and 3 on Monday 1st June that loads of our pupils took part in.  We 

had 9 running events, 8 throwing events and 6 jumping events.  The pupils 

practised each event and tried to beat their own scores and then submitted 

their best scores videos!!  The final Sports Day movie is currently being edited 

and will be released very soon!! 

Summer Games challenge 

Our  current challenge is running for p4-7 pupils! Pupils can make up their 

own Striking and Fielding game using the skills we have been working on in 

Google Classroom.  They can then make up an instructional video to teach 

it to everyone! Soo excited to see what new games will be created!!  

 The final week of training included a BONUS family obstacle 

course with the best obstacle course winning a Prize Sports Picnic 

Hamper.  We had so much fun watching all the family en-

tries.  Thank you to the generosity of Garnock Sports Council, KA 

Leisure, Mr McMillan (GCC), and a few anonymous sponsors for 

donating to the prizes!!    

Well done to all who took part and contributed. 

Ms Veitch is looking for-

ward to seeing all of you 

after the summer holidays! 



 

Josh shared a favourite memory of a happy time  way 

back in P1 with his friend Lee and hopes we all get 

back to these times soon. 

We feel  the same, Josh and this picture of two very 

happy boys will cheer us up in the meantime. Thanks 

for sharing. 

Miss Bodo, our Rural Skills teacher, wanted to 

share the fantastic Garden Safety poster de-

signed by one of  her new students, Lorin.  

Well done, Lorin. Something for us all to keep 

in mind if we are lucky enough to have access 

to a garden over the summer. Sharing your  

safety tips may come in handy for us! 

On behalf of the Parent Council I would like to say a massive thank you to our amaz-

ing team of teachers , classroom assistants , education assistants,  janitorial and ca-

tering staff . In such difficult times you have provided a life line for families through 

online learning, key worker hubs and communication. We cannot thank you 

enough ! Stay safe and can’t wait to be back at school ! 

 

Carolyn Currie (Chair of GCC Parent Council) 

And we’d like to thank our Parent Council and our wider 

parent/ carer community for their continued understand-

ing and support during these  challenging times.  



We are lucky to be in the unique position  of being  the only 2-18 Cam-

pus in North Ayrshire and this allows our shout outs to come from a wide 

range of ages and stages. Thanks to everyone who has contributed— we 

hope those reading it enjoy the messages of support and positive vibes.  

‘I will  miss the staff from the 

primary as they made me 

smile every day and I will 

miss seeing the  younger pu-

pils look up to us and having 

fun.’ 

Madison  

‘It's not goodbye ...it's just see you around ! 
I had the best time spent in school -from nursery  
through to primary . Now on to my next  journey:  sec-
ondary. I made so many friends and memories along the 
way ...the laughs and tears...but never gave up. 
 It's hard to write this letter without a few tears.’ 
 
Aaron 

‘I just wanted to thanks to everyone  (staff 

and students) for making me feel so wel-

come, for helping me with anything I need 

help with and for  supporting me with work 

that I didn’t understand.’ 

Brennan 



There have been so, so many lovely things happen with the Primary 4 class during this 

time.   

A huge shout out to the parents!  Some of these parents, as you know, are working from 

home, and trying to encourage their kids to learn from home!  The Primary 4 parents 

have also been very, very supportive of the campus and often let me know!   

They really cheer me up with stories of what the Primary 4s are up to and some of the 

photos are brilliant ! Miss Fish 

Alastair and Fraser  sent me this photo last week and it 

caught me off guard!  These two boys have been really 

honest with their feelings during lock down and have 

developed a remarkable amount of resilience while 

being supported by their family and friends (from a vir-

tual distance!!) But recently these two finally met up for 

a socially distant mini adventure...the boys have also 

been keeping me up to date with donkeys and duck-

lings being born .  

James had a real fear of going on a bike ride, so 

we made a promise that if I got back on my bike, 

he would do the same!  

Well done, James. 

Robbie is really challenging himself with 

a 'Kids Marathon Challenge!'  He has 

been running, cycling and walking to 

cover 26.2 miles!  

Eilidh ...you need to be involved in the school garden 

and outdoor area!  Her mum has been uploading 

loads of photos of Eilidh gardening, creating a wee 

meadow garden, and making her garden a cheery 

place to be . We’d love to have you as part of our 

gardening group when you return.  

Great job, Eilidh! 



  

 

So many of our Campus Colleagues are  in daily regular contact with 

their young people to check in, offer feedback and give praise...but 

some could not resist the opportunity to give an extra wee message to 

pupils and staff. 

'The Music and Drama department would 

like to thank all the pupils for their hard work 

during the last session and in particular the 

last 4 months.  A massive thank you to the 

parents and carers too for their support 

throughout the year.  We have loved hear-

ing from you and hope that you have a 

lovely summer.  

I would also like to thank Mrs White, Mrs 

Findlay, Miss Lawson, Miss Lawrie and all the 

NAC Music instructors for their continued 

hard work this year and  we are looking for-

ward to seeing everyone in August.  

Mrs Shedden 

‘ Well done to S1-S3 Core P.E. classes.  

The various challenges that have been set 

in partnership with Beith Trust and Active 

Schools have now finished with some great 

examples of active pupils.  Special mention 

has to go to winners Drew, Kieran, Christo-

pher , Zac & John  who all got some sports 

equipment thanks to sponsorship from GSK 

in Irvine.’ 

Mr Nimmo 

Design & Technology  staff 

would like to say a huge well 

done to their star pupils TF and 

LG for their hard work and 

consistent effort throughout 

lockdown. 



 

Our pupils, in the Art, Design & Technology Faculty,  have continued to impress us 

with their work from home.  Even our P7s, new S1, produced some fab work.  All 

the teachers are super excited to see all the students again in August!  

Ms Thornton   



 

We’ve all been a little sad to miss out on our usual transition days, 

and hope our new S1 pupils found our information booklet helpful. 

We tried something a little different for our transition task this 

year,  here are some of the fantastic results of our forced perspective 

photography task. Huge well done to the new S1 pupils (and some 

of our new S2 pupils who had a shot too) . 

In early May our S3 Graphic 

Communication pupils took part 

in a graphic design competi-

tion. They were asked to design 

a digital lockdown advert for 

online fitness classes. The task 

linked to previous learning, 

where pupils interviewed the 

business owner and took part in 

a fitness class. Huge well done 

to ES whose design was voted 

the winner and was sent on to 

Coach Lucy. 



      

      

                

        

        

           

                

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

Hello Everyone, I hope you are all well, and staying safe. You have 

really impressed me with how you have handled lock down, and I 

know it has been really difficult.  Hopefully as the restrictions ease you 

will be able to get to spend more time with your family and 

friends. For now relax and make time for yourself over the summer 

break.  Recharge and be kind to yourself. I am really looking forward 

to seeing you all again in August.  Keep smiling. 

Claire Greer  (Garnock Cluster & St Bridget’s Primary Area Inclusion 

Worker) 

‘A shout out and show of appreciation to  

Ewan M, Joseph B, Grace R, James, Y  

Maram A, Demi M, Kaleb R and Ryan L 

for their hard work and dedication  

shown in  completing a recent Science  

research task. The skills you have learned 

and the knowledge gained in doing so 

will be sure to help you in the future.’ 

Miss Bannerman  

‘S3 Biology pupils check their knowledge 

in Kahoot quizzes. Huge congratulations 

to Louise, Karys and Monique who stood 

on the podium in the quiz ‘Ecosystem 

Terms’. 

I am amazed at the high quality of home-

work and excellent online communica-

tion. Science pupils are great at tasks and 

respect the deadline. Erin’s and Ewan’s 

notes and their answers to tasks are a 

perfect example of motivation and work 

organisation. 

Ewan doesn't lose his good humour and 

even more so by reading the correct an-

swers with an element of humour makes 

me smile too.  Such homework is real fun.’ 

Miss  Bodo 



      

      

               

            

          

          

          

          

          

         

Sometimes it is seeing the goodness in others 

that makes us want to be better people our-

selves. When Campus staff were asked who 

they would like to include a ‘shout out’ to,  so 

many responses came back for Natalie that 

we simply had to do a feature on  this very 

special young lady; especially now that she 

has begun her final year at our Campus. 

What Natalie would like  you to know, in her words:  

‘All of my cycling has inspired my music teacher, Miss Lawrie to get her bike fixed - it's 

in the shop getting repaired now, so she is very much looking forward to going out on 

it during the summer holidays.’ 

Most of my teachers have been saying that I've been working very hard and that 

they are happy/proud that I am going to be a buddy to the S1 pupils and that I am 

going to be such a good role model for them.’ 

Natalie, what Campus Staff  would like to say to you: 

Those of us who see Natalie in and around our Campus or get to hear about what she 

has been up to during intervals and lunchtimes want you to know that they really miss 

you Natalie. They are also delighted that you have been doing so many positive 

things  during lockdown to support other people– including friends, family and some 

of our young people about to start their journey at our Campus.   

We are always delighted to receive your email updates  now we can’t see you face-

to-face and appreciate you caring so much that we are well too.  

You are a very special young lady.  



 

I hope everyone is well and getting out and about a bit 

more  to enjoy the nice weather.  

As most of you have been spending loads more time 

online over the past few months, it might be a good 

idea to have another look at  the ‘Think You Know?’ 

website. It has great advice on how to keep yourself 

safe online and, just as important, what to do if things go 

wrong. There is always help out there. 

If you are meeting up with friends over the summer—

which I hope you get the chance to do more and more

– please stay safe and look out for each other at all 

times.  Keep following the Government guidance and 

remember that it changes so make sure you are up-to-

date with the latest information. 

I have been working in Kilbirnie since the Lockdown began and will be there over 

the summer holidays too so please  just phone 101 as I would be delighted to help.  

I would rather you did that than kept any problems to yourself as that’s when they 

grow bigger and  seem harder to solve.  

Take care over the summer. I might even see you when I am out and about, but if I 

don’t, I’ll see you in August. 

PC Duffy 

Hi Everyone, I am still working and available 

over most of the summer. If you need to get 

in touch to arrange a remote telephone 

consultation then please contact me using 

the email address below:  

gw17clarketracey@glow.sch.uk  

I am here for pupils and parents/ carers too. 

Take care and enjoy your summer holidays. 

Don’t  hesitate in getting in touch if you 

need me. 

Trace (Our Campus & Cluster Counsellor) 



 

 

To end this session we thought you might have a bit of fun together guessing 

who these members of Camus staff are  from the Gallery below!  Watch out for 

some clues... 

Good luck! SPOILER ALERT: Answers at the end of our newsletter…. 

Clue: All of these young ladies work in practical subjects where 

computers are a daily part of learning and teaching.  Some of 

them also work with wood and metal and may have  taught  

your  Primary class.  

These  little ones like to 

play….but is that music or a 

sport? 

1 

2 

3 4 
5 

6 
7 

8 
9 



 

 

SPOILER ALERT: Answers at the end of our newsletter…. 

This tiny trio would find it no problems getting around or delving 

more into the past or present. 

Part of our far reaching Campus 

support team. 

This little girl might stop you and  ask for your details if you met her now! 

10 11 12 

13 

14 

15 16 

17 



 

 

SPOILER ALERT: Answers at the end of our newsletter…. 

Fancy conducting  a few  experiments? 

Look no further  as these two little ones 

will be on hand to help. 

Where would you find this team of little people now? 

Who is this wee Early Years Practitioner? 

18 19 20 

Recognise these members of the Language & Literacy 

Faculty...or maybe there is an alternative curriculum in 

mind?  21 22 

23 

24 25 26 27 



 

 

How did you do?  

1. Mrs Beardsworth  (Computing Science) 

2. Miss Sim (Design & Technology) 

3. Mrs McMillan (Design & Technology) 

4. Mrs Jardine (Design & Technology) 

5. Ms Frew (Computing Science) 

6. Miss Lawson (and her twin) (Music) 

7. Miss Lawrie (Music) 

8. Ms Veitch (P.E) 

9. Mrs Shedden (Music) 

10. Mrs Nicolson (Social Subjects) 

11. Mrs Davidson (Social Subjects) 

12. Mrs Sloan (Social Subjects) 

13. Mrs Milne (Pupil Support) 

14. Claire Greer (Area Inclusion Worker) 

15. Mrs Stirling (Pastoral Teacher) 

16. Mrs Lilley (Pupil Support) 

17. PC Duffy (Campus Police Officer) 

18. Mr Morris (Language & Literacy) 

19. Mr Gillespie (Alternative Curriculum) 

20. Ms Sanchez (Language & Literacy) 

21. Mrs Kirkland (Science) 

22. Miss Reid (Science) 

23. Mrs Ritchie (Early Years) 

24. Miss House  (Depute Head) 

25. Mr Dick  (Head Teacher) 

26. Mrs Tipping (Depute Head) 

27. Mrs Gardner (Depute Head) 


