
 

 
 
8th January 2021 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

I hope that you are all safe and well and  had the opportunity to relax and enjoy time with those close to you during 
the holiday period.   

In light of the recent lockdown announcement, I thought it essential to update you with information specific to 
remote learning and how this will look for our Campus pupils in a secondary setting. However, before doing so, I 
would like to emphasise that for our Campus staff, myself included, the health and well-being of our young people 
takes precedence over all else. Therefore, should you have any concerns in this regard then please contact your child’s 
Pastoral Teacher or Year Head. 

Remote Learning: 

As I am sure you will be aware, when our pupils learn normally in the face-to-face setting of our Campus classrooms 
and learning spaces they will move rapidly from teacher-led learning and other interactive activities to applying what 
they have learned in a collaborative way, with support and often increased independence.  In this traditional and 
familiar environment there is on-hand support and feedback to allow learners to know where they are with their 
learning, identify their next steps and work towards achieving their future goals. 

Whilst remote learning is relatively new and may appear daunting, particularly as there is no face-to-face contact 
between pupils and their teachers and pupils and their peers, our teaching and support staff have worked extremely 
hard to ensure that the potential for this vital interactivity to encourage pupils to learn still exists and does so in a 
variety of forms. This variation is deliberately in place to support young people with different home circumstances 
who may in fact be disadvantaged with a less flexible or varied approach. Therefore, I hope that you find the 
information below useful as a way of understanding how we will move forward in the coming weeks. 

Learning Platforms: 

How are we signposting remote learning? 
 

Access to all Online learning information via Satchel:One 
For further advice and information visit: https://help.satchelone.com/en/ and the 
homepage of our Campus website. It is essential that both you and your child sign up for Satchel:One. 
Should you require further support then please contact us at Garnock@ea.n-ayrshire.sch.uk 

Satchel:One (formerly Show My Homework) allows pupils and parents/ carers to track all learning- 
this includes classwork and homework tasks. This platform is also used by some staff for collecting 
classwork and homework tasks and activities. 
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From Satchel:One, pupils directed to learning via platforms such as:  
(list not exhaustive) 

Satchel: 
One 

Google 
Classroom 

G-Suite tools 
(Such and 
Jamboard) 

Microsoft 
Teams 

Subject 
Specific 
Apps 

External 
Weblinks 

Scholar  
(S4-S6) 

vScene 

These additional platforms allow teachers to communicate interactively in a variety of secure and 
engaging ways. The vast majority of our young people will already be familiar and have accessed all 
these systems. However, they may also be directed to other sites and platforms that are subject 
specific, old and new, to try and vary their experiences and keep motivation levels high. 

 
Types of learning that may take place:  
 
Although remote learning activities will come in many forms, and through a variety of platforms, what matters is 
opportunity for interaction between learners and their teachers, as well as learners with each other. We are working 
hard to include as much of this in our planning and delivery as possible and hope you find the suite of examples below 
helpful in understanding how ‘interactive’ looks when learning is remote. 
 
Interactive learning can be (again not an exhaustive list): 
 

- Recorded presentations with voice/video support (that can be paused, replayed and revisited at a time best 
suited to the learner) 

- Live lessons 
- Completion of class forms (such as Google Forms) or quizzes (such as those created on Satchel:One) 
- Prompt questions or activities as part of an announcement stream in Google Classroom or Microsoft Teams 

 
To further enhance pupils’ learning, over the coming weeks we plan to develop allocated time slots for individual 
classes to have live online contact with their class teacher. This might be to ask specific questions in relation to 
learning, or simply just to check in.  Details on how and when this will take place will be provided by class teachers, but 
time slots are likely to align with your child’s timetable. 
 
S1 - S3 Learners: 
 
Keeping our S1, S2 and S3 learners on track is just as important to us as the progress of those in their Senior Phase. 
Year Heads and Pastoral Teachers will be working closely with class teachers and Faculty Leaders to monitor learning 
engagement and submissions and will be in touch with parents/ carers to check in and offer support if there are any 
concerns. If you have not done so already, please let us know of any issues preventing your child from engaging 
remotely with their learning and maintaining contact with their teachers. 
 
Senior Phase Learners (S4-S6): 
 
If your child is undertaking SQA qualifications this session, then they are still working towards their completion. 
Courses continue and therefore new learning, as well as consolidation of prior learning, is still vital at this time. 
Evidence gathering by your child’s teachers during this remote learning period will take into account: 
 

- Whether work is submitted/ submitted on time 
- The quality of the work 
- Their response to feedback and next steps (both in relation to individual work and their Tracking report 

information) 
 
 
 
 



The parents/ carers of those pupils who are not engaging with their learning in the way we would hope, will be 
contacted by a member of Campus staff to offer support to get things back on track again. Therefore, if there is any 
barrier to your child achieving their full potential that we are currently unaware of then please let their Pastoral 
Teacher or Year Head know as a matter of urgency.  
 
With the present situation we realise that a normal diet of mock exams at this stage in the year would not be in the 
best interest of any of our pupils.  As we gain more information from SQA we will continue to review the possibility of 
in-class assessments when face-to-face learning is once again possible.  These would complement assessments that 
may continue to happen whilst our pupils are learning from home.  It is important to remember that work completed 
at home may be used to help teachers build a picture of pupil progress during the session.  
 
 
As ever, I will continue to keep you updated with the latest developments and hope that you will get in touch with us 
through the usual ways if you have any questions. 
 
Stay safe everyone. 
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
Alan Dick 
Head Teacher  
 
 


